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Abstract:

Climate change is a major issue for agricultural sustainability, and changes in farming practices will be
necessary both to reduce emissions and to adapt to a changing climate and to new social expectations. A
complicating factor is that the processes of behaviour change are complex and can be slow to occur.
Discourse analysis is useful in understanding how the discourses farmers are embedded in contribute to
resistance to change. Discourses are particular ways of using language in particular situations. They have
wide ranging effects on beliefs, values and behaviours. Interviews were conducted in 2008 with 63
respondents, including 22 apple growers, 29 dairy farmers and 12 agricultural consultants in Tasmania,
Australia. In undertaking a discourse analysis of the transcripts of these interviews utilising N-Vivo, four
specific discourses were identified as being important in shaping farmers' perspectives of climate change
and sustainability: Money, Earth, Human responsibility and Questioning. Each discourse contributes to
resistance to changing behaviour in particular ways. An understanding of these discourses offers a new
approach to facilitating behaviour change.
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Other Communication Audience: Farmers

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Food/Water Security, Human Conflict/Displacement

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Rural
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Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article, Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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